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Jose E. Coll is a seasoned higher education leader with a demonstrated record of impact across public and private institutions, including comprehensive research universities and liberal arts colleges. His leadership spans both academic and student affairs and is grounded in a deep commitment to inclusive excellence, student success, and responsible institutional stewardship.
Dr. Coll currently serves as Provost at Western Oregon University. He has held senior leadership roles at Portland State University, Texas State University, the University of Southern California, and Saint Leo University. He earned a bachelor’s degree and a master’s degree in social work, followed by a Ph.D. in Counseling Education and Supervision. His scholarship focuses on worldview development and the counseling needs of military-affiliated students navigating transitions to civilian and academic life.
A proud U.S. Marine Corps veteran and Cuban-born American, Dr. Coll brings lived experience shaped by service, resilience, and purpose to his leadership. He is a published scholar and editor of multiple books and edited volumes on military social work and student veterans in higher education. His professional preparation includes nationally recognized leadership programs, including the American Council on Education (ACE) Fellows Program; Harvard University’s Management Development Program (MDP) and Management Leadership for Educators (MLE); the UC Berkeley Executive Leadership Academy; and the AASCU Millennium Leadership Initiative.
Dr. Coll is passionate about fostering collaborative, inclusive, and mission-driven campus environments spaces where faculty, staff, and students can thrive, and where higher education serves as a powerful force for equity, opportunity, and transformation.
