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Dr. Sharon A. Jones is a tenured professor at the University of Washington Bothell where she served as vice chancellor for academic affairs between 2019 and 2025. Previously, Dr. Jones was University of Portland’s dean of engineering for eight years.

As a first-generation college graduate, Dr. Jones understands the transformative impact that higher education has for students, families, and communities, and is deeply committed to student success. Her teams have successfully launched robust academic bridge programs, streamlined academic pathways, reimagined holistic academic advising, expanded experiential opportunities, and enhanced academic facilities. She secured over $31 million in philanthropic support, along with state and federal funding for these priorities. Dr. Jones also led large-scale efforts that provided dedicated support for faculty and staff, increased budget transparency, and advanced industry-community-university partnerships.

With sixty peer-reviewed publications that span sustainability policy, professional ethics, and student success, Dr. Jones is currently serving on the American Society for Engineering Education’s (ASEE) ethics committee, City of Bothell’s planning commission, and Engineering Change Lab’s programming committee. She is also a senior advisor for the Engineers Without Borders’ Puget Sound professional chapter. Dr. Jones previously served on accreditation teams for ABET and Northwest Commission on Colleges and Universities and completed a seven-year term as an advisor for the National Academy of Engineering’s Center for Engineering, Ethics and Society.

Dr. Jones was a tenured faculty member at Lafayette College and Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology. Early in her career, she worked for municipal government and environmental consulting. Dr. Jones’ degrees include a B.S. Columbia University, M.E. University of Florida, M.P.A. California State University, and Ph.D. Carnegie Mellon University. Dr. Jones is an ASEE Fellow, licensed professional engineer, and ISI Envision Sustainability Professional. 

Dr. Jones loves the outdoors, cycling vacations, and spending time with her family.



