Carlos Rey Romero


Carlos Rey Romero is a senior higher education executive with more than two decades of leadership experience across higher education, government, and public finance. His career reflects a deep understanding of New Mexico’s people and institutions and a demonstrated ability to guide public universities in a complex national environment.

Romero currently serves as Associate Vice President for Research at New Mexico Tech, where he is the principal deputy to the Vice President for Research and Economic Development. He has overseen applied research centers, research programs, research compliance, financial operations, and partnerships with federal agencies, industry, and state and local governments. As a principal investigator and senior executive on projects totaling hundreds of millions of dollars, he has advanced national security, workforce development, innovation, and economic resilience while strengthening institutional capacity.

He is recognized for stabilizing and strengthening institutions during periods of transition. He led an organizational turnaround at the Playas Research and Training Center in Hidalgo County, restoring fiscal stability, improving operations, and expanding the center’s role as a nationally recognized research, testing, and training site.

Romero previously held senior leadership roles at the University of New Mexico, including Associate Vice President for Research and Compliance and Associate Vice President for Government and Community Relations. Earlier in his career, he served as Director of Intergovernmental Relations and Financial Advisor for the New Mexico Finance Authority, advising governors and public entities statewide. He currently serves as a Commissioner on the New Mexico Military Base Planning Commission, contributing to statewide planning that aligns higher education, workforce development, and economic resilience.

A graduate of St. Catherine’s Indian School, New Mexico Tech, and New Mexico Highlands University, Dr. Romero brings a New Mexico based leadership perspective grounded in public service and a commitment to expanding access and opportunity through public higher education.















