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I am a seasoned academic leader and scholar committed to student success, faculty partnership, and mission-driven institutional stewardship. I currently serve as Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs at La Salle University, where I lead four schools and oversee faculty affairs, academic support services, online learning, the university library, and institution-wide student success and retention initiatives. In this role, I guide academic innovation and align resources to strengthen the academic enterprise.
Raised in Talladega County, Alabama, in a family rooted in service, humility, and faith, I learned early the value of compassion and responsibility. My father, the town pharmacist, modeled practical service to others, and my mother balanced professional leadership with deep devotion to family and community. These experiences shaped a leadership style grounded in fairness, collaboration, and care for others.
I earned two bachelor’s degrees from Auburn University, working multiple jobs to support myself after my father’s health declined due to Type 1 diabetes. That experience continues to inform my commitment to first-generation and financially vulnerable students.
I completed my M.A. and Ph.D. in Anthropology at the University of Illinois and held faculty positions at Illinois-Chicago, the University of Vermont, and Lehigh University before pursuing academic leadership. I have launched innovative academic programs, strengthened advising systems, expanded student support services, and advanced strategic hiring initiatives. Across every role, I have led with transparency, collaboration, and a deep belief that higher education transforms lives and communities.





