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Educational Leadership - Graduate Certificate 
Western New Mexico University’s Graduate Certificate in Educational Leadership is designed to prepare the next 
generation of futures-literate educational leaders. The United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural 
Organization (2025) states, "futures literacy helps people understand why and how we use the future to prepare, 
plan, and interact with the complexity and novelty of our societies.” 
 
Grounded in dialogic organizational development and generative change theory, the program equips leaders with 
the mindset and skills to approach a future that will look very different from the past—using informed, balanced, 
and forward-looking perspectives. 
 
The WNMU Futures-Literate Educational Leadership Program emphasizes the speed and complexity of societal 
change, its impact on education, and the reality that educational leadership can no longer rely solely on traditional 
tools of planning and implementation. Instead, through innovation and systems-level solutions, leaders will learn 
to transform complex challenges into opportunities. 
 
To guide their communities effectively, educational leaders must become futures-literate—capable of preparing 
schools and systems to not only survive but also thrive in uncertain times. Simply put, if education is to flourish, it 
must be everyone’s business. In addition, graduates of the program will gain the capacity to work creatively in 
diverse environments and engage communities in building and achieving a shared vision for schools, organizations, 
and institutions. 
 
WNMU Educational Leadership Futures-Literate Graduate Certificate: 
 

Course Name Credits: 

EDL 501 - Designing and Leading a Futures-Focused Educational Narrative 3 

EDL 525 - Leadership for Data-Driven Instruction 3 

EDL 526 - Agile Leadership for Innovation in Education 3 

EDL 528 - Leading Learning EcoSystems 3 

EDL 545 - Futures Literacy: Leading Through Change and Uncertainty 3 

Educational Leadership Core Requirements = 15 Credit Hours 

  

Course Name Credits: 

EDL 570 - Clinical Practice: Planning 1 

EDL 581 - Clinical Practice I: Leading Change Management Amid Disruption 3 

EDL 582 - Clinical Practice II: Leading School Culture 3 

Clinical Practice Requirements = 7 Credit Hours 

  

Pre K-12 Educational Administration - Select one from the following: Credits: 

EDL 503 - Action Research for Educational Leadership 3 

EDL 560 - Educational Law and Policy 3 
EDL 520 - Curriculum Design: Theory and Practice 2 

EDL 523 - Instructional Leadership: Theory, Practice, and Impact 2 

EDL 561 - Educational Finance and Budgeting 2 



EDL 565 - Human Resources and Organizational Capacity 2 

EDL 540 - American Indian Education Leadership 3 

Minimum Credit Hours required for the Graduate Certificate = 24 Credit Hours 

 
 
Admission Requirements 
All applicants seeking admission to the Educational Leadership Program at WNMU must submit a WNMU Graduate 
Division application: https://wnmu.edu/applynow/, and a WNMU Educational Leadership Program application. 
Applicants must have "Final" admission status within the Graduate Division to be considered for full admission into 
the Educational Leadership Program. 
 
Educational Leadership Program Application 
Upon meeting the admission standards set forth by the Graduate Division, candidates are required to apply for 
acceptance into the Educational Leadership Program. As part of this process, applicants must submit an updated 
résumé, a letter of recommendation from their immediate supervisor, and a personal statement outlining their 
educational leadership philosophy. 
 
New Mexico Administra[ve Licensure Requirements 
An applicant for PreK-12 Educa[onal Administra[on licensure in New Mexico must hold a current level 2 or level 3A 
teacher’s license, or level 2 or level 3 instruc[onal support provider license. In addi[on, applicants must complete 
the required coursework and pass the PRAXIS Educa[onal Leadership: Administra[on and Supervision Exam to 
obtain administra[ve licensure. See the New Mexico Public Educa[on Department website for more details and up-
to-date requirements. 
 
For more informa4on, please contact: Director of the Educa4onal Leadership Program Robert Neu @ 
Robert.Neu@wnmu.edu. 
 


